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a period as it was possible to raise funds and select a site. " It
is," concluded Sir Mahammad Shaft, " through Her Excellency's
deep interest in the welfare of Indian women and her remarkable
energy that a consummation so long overdue and so anxiously
desired during a period of fifteen years has at last been brought
about."

The Countess of Reading, in laying the foundation stone said :
" I hope this hospital, which I am proud to think will bear my
name and of which I am now going to lay the foundation stone,
may prove a blessing to Simla and her surroundings, and I
fervently hope that it may be able to alleviate some of the suffer-
ings of Indian women and children."

His Excellency the Viceroy, speaking at the same ceremony,
said : " Your Excellency, Your Highnesses, ladies and gentlemen.
On behalf of Her Excellency I wish to express to you the pleasure
she has experienced in taking part in this ceremony to-day. I
need not recapitulate to you the various proposals which have
been under discussion during apparently the last fifteen years
before this project could actually be brought to fruition. Sir
Mahammad Shafi has told you this history.

The object of the work of Her Excellency and her committee
in connection with this hospital is to provide suitable hospital
accommodation for the poorest Indian women of Simla and the
surrounding districts, and for those more affluent women who
come to Simla and who wish to secure hospital accommodation
suitable to their needs. Of course, a first essential is that the
hospital should be in a healthy climate. The very object of
founding a hospital in Simla is that it should be in as healthy a
climate as can be found in India^ There was a great need for a
hospital in such a climate, as all medical practitioners in India
who have attended Indian women have long recognized. The
institution, of which the foundation stone has now been laid,
will meet that need and also provide accommodation for sick
children in order that they may have the special care and
treatment they require.

Moreover the hospital will also provide an admirable training
school for Indian nurses, a very desirable aim which Her Excel-
lency is most anxious to see brought to real success in India.

There were many difficulties to overcome and, of course,
the first is always the matter of finding funds. We could scarcely
expect the Simla Municipality to provide the money for the
building and the equipment and maintenance of a hospital of
this character, which has only primarily been designed for the